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Thousands gathered to watch the outdoor broadmst at UC Berkeley's Sproul Plaza of the |

inauguration of Bamck Obama..

Berkeley Students Celebrate as

By RIYA BHATTACHARJEE

For the 3,500 Berkeley ngh School students
who watched the presidential inauguration unfold
Tuesday morning, the steps of the . Cormunity
Theater could have very well been those of the
“US. Capitol ~their "solemn expressions and spo-

‘radic buists of laughter capturmg one of the great-

‘est moments in the nation’s history. -

A sea of black, Latino, white and Asian students
packed the theater s auditorium by &45 am.,
~alengwith teachers, parents and high school staff,
to watch Barack Obama be sworn in s the 44th
President of the United States, standing up when

both Obama and Vice President Joe Biden took

the-oath of ofﬁce

President Obama Takes Office

Alameda County Schools Chief Sheila J 1.
said TRAT every classroom in the county had wit-
nessed this historic transition, one she hoped
would give schools in California a chance to
emerge from the financially dire situation threat-
ening the state of public education statewide.

Berkéley High “Vice Prmmpai Vernon Walton .

-said the idea of screening the inauguration had

dawned upon s¢hool officials when they received
invitations to view the ceremony at UC Berkeley,
which pro;ected the evént ‘at Sproul Hall, and the
Oracle Arena in Oakland.

“We thought that we had a place bigertough to fit-
all our studems, so why not just do it here?” he said.

Continued on Page Twenty-Two
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