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Bemg homeless -in h:gh
schoeI is'tough, -

But a new blcycie wrll help

lessen the sting for 90 Alam-

eda’ County . youngsters' this.
- holiday season, said education; -
officials who handed thém cut:

at 16 homeless’ shelters Mon-- .

day. - -
The Aiameda County Of: .
ﬁce of Education’ Spet $4,000.
on new bikes and delivered 11 -
-+ of them to kids at the. Ursula’
¢ Sherman Village, a homeless
shelter : for’ individuals -and
families, on Harr;son Street in
Berkeley T

“I’s hard for the kzds to go
to school and fit in and keep:
the secretf that they are hvmg
in'a homeless shelfer,”  said:
“Taaj Avery, a teacher at the.
village, which serves about 30 :

-children, most of them teen:..

agers.. “H1gh school is tough:..;
I had a kid here who wanted
new shoés, so he pamted hIS
old ones.” - - :
Derick Granderson _ 16
who has been in the’ shelter
with his twa younger siblings’
since August, didn’t' say much
as he tesfed out his new bike:
But he dsd have a. smlle on hls

ByDoug Oakley;' S

sald
Sheila Jordan supermten
dent of the county education’
-office, who' delivered some of-
the bikes Monday, said hom
less kids’ need: more than the
basms such as fnod and sh

8 “As educators we? re i
- volved: in nutr;tlon and ‘exe
cise, and a:lot of kids spénd ¢
too much time behind closed
doors. or on the: streets;”: Jor-
“dan said’ of her decision to buy
the bikes. “Andthis provides
transportation,’ too;: But: most
~of all we 'wanted them o have
- happy holiday and be groud-.'
Lrof: hav;ng somethmg ‘brand
new B

abie ta get a good deéalon the
- bikes . from - Walrart” in' San
“Leandro; the education, office
- didn’t- have .enough left over
for helmets, Jordan said):

= “If 'someone could step up :
-with-about 100 bike helmets;
: that would be. great,” she said.:
- Avery.said the bicycles dre:
- nice, but the shelter also could:

?;;egosnéik;) iiték}f;zmgilﬁz' 'SAMIAYA DAVIS, 8, at right, celebrates after getting a ew bike at the sula Sherman

Dénors ‘can drop them off at - Vuiage homeless’ she[ter in Befkeley on' Monday_ Davis and 89 other horﬁeless kids'in
7 11 Hamson St in Berkeley Alameda Ceunty got new blkes cour@esy of:the Aia eda County thce of Educatton
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