San

Leandro

schools budget
cut by $4 million

Implications include
district job eliminations,
larger class sizesin -
elementary schools

By Karen Holzmeistér
. " STAFFWRITER -

SAN LEANDRO — El-

ementary schools will take
the brunt of $4 million in
proposed cuts for the: 2009-
10-year, with school district

trustees reluctantly deciding

Tuesday to increase class

stzes from 20 students to 28-

students per teacher.

Larger class sizes were .

estimated by district admin-
istrators to save $1.3 million,

‘mostly in teacher salaries

and benefits.
Trustees also slashed the

jobs of /10 specialists, who -
‘assist ‘teachers in reading

arid other programs at the

D eight eIementary schools, for .

a potential cost sawngs of
$770,000. ' :

The dlStrICt office budget
in the fiscal year starting July
1 will drop by abotit $733,000,
while overall school supply
budgets — for iems such
as paper, pencils and copier
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gram for: high. school sty
dents will lose the equwalent' B

Cuts
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: state-mandated deadhne of

eqmpment — will decrease
by $75,000. o
" Among other reductxons

the highly touted nghthouse -

Independent Studies ' pro-
i

of 1.8 full-time teachers fora
savings of $177,000,
Lighthouse now - has be-

tween 100 and 114 students,’

‘March 15 fo begm;sendmg

* bétter orworse depending on

the outcome.of a special May

; electmn 0 ratlfy the terms-of |

with class sizes set at 30, stu--

dents to each: teacher, With.
only three full-time teachers .
reraining, if the 1.8 teachmg X
jobs are eliminated, thé num-

bet of studénts - aecepﬁed in

the program may be reduced.

to no miore than 90,
. Alex Harp, prmmpal of

Lighthouse and Lincoln Con-

tinuation High School, was
among 26 speakers durmg

‘the 4%-hour meeting Tues-

day. He urged trustees not to
feduce services for the con-

studies students, noting they

included pregnant teenagers,

teenage parents, former tru-

J

tinuation -and independent

ants and students “who can--

not function at a regular high‘

school.”

- Trustees cast a wide net to-

identify jobs, programs and

_services to eliminate. How-_
ever, the uncertainty of the

school. district’s educational
funiding from state and fed-

eral sources could mean the

financial picture could get
better — or worse.

The board's action, - in
large part, was designed to

the budget passedearher this
month by state 1eg:siat0rs
she said: e

I the propesmons on

.May 19" don’t pass, we have
‘no! (state) budget,” Lit told
:tmstees and .the 125 people
i “the | City ‘Hail meetmg

-of Education and. {6 heet a”

room.’ Then the district —

‘and other California school,

city and state-agencies — vill

‘have to start developmg new

spendmg plans.

“Trustees will - meet next .

Tuesday to “authorize send-

ing the layoff notices.

However, Flavix Cor-
ria; the San Leandro. High
School representative to the
board, said = students will
protest budget cuts from
7:30 to 8 a.m: foday, Friday,.
and March 3; Corria said the
peaceful protests will bé héld

in front of the school, at 2200

Benc’ro’.f’t Ave,

250

Reach Karen Holzmeister at

. 510-293-2478 or kholzmeis-

ter@bayar@anewsg‘roup ‘
com
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