-the: supennte’ndents were 1o

askmg for additional funds,
~Inhis January. budget v

posal; -Gov. Arnold ‘Schwa

zenegger ‘recommended. that”,

--'the 1mpact ef the shortfali on
-_.state pragrams: Still; he said, -
““no one is-going to come back -
_to ses level in thid proposal.”
" Faced - with ..millions ".in :

the state government cut more

than $8 billion in funding for~

public schools and community

colleges by the end of the 2009- -
10-schiool year, according to

an analysis by the nonpartisan

Legislative Analyst’s Office. .
Schwarzenegger also wants

to lift restrictions on the use

of special-purpose grants, in-

cluding those earmarked for
. smhaller class sizes, adult.edu-
cation classes-and after-school
programs -~ a controversial

proposal that many- superin-

tendents and school business
- officers support but which the

state PTA ‘and’ the California .
Teachers Association oppose. -

H.D. Palmer, the spokes-
man for the state Department

of Finance, said the Republican
governor has proposed $14 bil--
hon in'new revenue to mxtigate;
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potential ‘reductions; school

districts “including * Berkeley, .

Livermore “and “Dublin plan

to notify some employees by -
‘March 15 that they might lose
‘their jobs, State law requiies.

districts to inform staff-of po-

tential layoffs by that date,
long before the state budget®

is passed and school districts

know how much meney they
. have to spend. .

 William Huyett the super-'-

intendent 6f Berkeley schools,

said- his_district would likely

be forced to cut its support

setvices = such as transporta-

-tion, custodial, -and food 'ser-

vice — by up to 25 percent, ac-

'..cordmg to Schwarzeneggers

January proposai

- “That's a severe: cut 4 I—Euy-_
© et - said: __Wl_th $9 ‘million in

planned reductions; he said, “I.

think that the district, in many

- ways, could not fun,ctxon effec-

tively.”
Oakland scheols pian to
cut $29 million from its gen-

-eral purpose fund, which now

amounts to about $230 mil-
lion. Under the district’s latest
plan, each schoo! would see its

funding drop by 4.5:percent in |
2009-10. Central office depart- -
. ments Would absorb the rest of

the cuts. -

" “We're working to ensure
that we won't have to lay any-
one off; but at this time, we

“can’'t offer-any guarantees,”
said district spokesman Troy-'

Flint.

Cahforma s conshtutmn ré-

. quxres the statebudget tobe ap-

proved each year by two-thirds

-of the Legislature, a threshold

gsome Democrafs are pushing
to lower to'a-simple major-
ity. The Republican minority

has taken a stand against new

taxes, arguing that the gov-

ernment should - balance ' its

books exclusively by curtail-
ing its spending. “Stalemates
are common; $chool . disfrict
financial planning involves a
fair amount of guesswork. .

For that -reason, Stephen
Hanke, the superintendent of
Dublin schools, said the dis-

. trict plans to send pink slips to

al] teachers paid from special-’
purpose funds.

“We must plan for the worst
and hope for the best,” Hanke |

said. ’;S“.f' e




