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‘Constitution Day honors the life
»and legacy of Fred Korematéﬁ

(Pictured from left to right): Dee Andrews, CSUEB history professor and content
coordinator for “Words that Made America”; Stan Yogi, ACLU, coauthor of
Wherever There’s a Fight; Avi Black, ACOE History/ Social Science Coordinator;
Karen Korematsu, Social Activist and Fred Korematsu’s daughter; Shaykh Abdul-
lah bin-Hamid Alj, resident scholar Zaytuna College; Peter Irons, lawyer who
successfully pled Mr. Korematsu's case before the U.S. District Court; and Ling
Woo Liu, director of the Korematsu Institute.
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The Alameda County Office of Education hosted the 2010
Alameda County Constitution Day event on September 24 to honor
the life and legacy of Fred Korematsu, a Japanese American civil rights
pioneer.

Panelists shared stories about their personal connections to Mr. Ko-
rematsu, and explored the many related struggles of “ordinary” citizens
throughout American history to protect their Constitutional rights
when they are threatened in times of crisis. They also described current
issues reflecting thart struggle, culminating in a debate around the po-,
tential location of the Park 51 Islamic Cultural Center (erroneously
named the “Ground Zero Mosque”) in New York City.

As the program ensued, Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law
the establishment of the Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and
the Constitution. We congratulate the Korematsu Institute on their
success in creating this important annual reminder of Mr. Korematsu
and his enduring legacy!



