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.Allnn'" P. c. B. Esr

appointee lras.

*nte for children in need
CASA ( Court APPointed.SPe-
cial Advocates) Association'

He heard that the Bqrd
of Education was seeking aP-

nlic6iions for a trustee to re-

iir.. P"m nlizalde, who died

in September
"l^ fisured I have some

backeroirnd and exPerience
tf,ut i could bring to the

board," Ladew said.- - i" 'outti.ular, Ladew said

he's 'worked ' extensivelY
with at-risk vouth who have

entered the legal sYstem'

They're the same kids who
find" their cases coming be-

fore the board, and the ones

who the countY is often re-
sponsible fof educating,
iv'hether they are in juvenile

hall or boarding homes or

Contact Eic Kurhi at 510-

293-2473. Follow him at

Tlnitter.com/ erichurhi. Re ad

our blo g at ww w.ib a'buz z.

com/hayword. .,,.,

"Teachers were trYtng as

hard as theY could to helP

"rrin. 
but ihat was mixed

i"1ttr a svstem that wasn't
workins. 

"and 
she missed out

un a wfrole Year of education
rrlroru som6thittg was done,"

[" r"ia. "To rob-someone of
lhai education, that's crimi-
nal."

Ladew, who recentlY was

apnointed as a tli,:rlee on

ifi6- eu*eaa CountY Beard
of Educatioi,-then went to
i*i' school and landed at the

CnitA OepenaencY Division of
th" .o,ttttv Publii Defender's
Office before taking his cur-
i*nl po.t as associate and le-

gat airector of the California

elsewhere.--;ij;; 
polcy level, I would

like to lo6k at our foster ser-

vices. our Programs for teen
mott ets atid j ivenile hall Pro-
grams, and just make sure we

fiavu ttt" b6st PolicY for the
kids we serve," he said'

Ladew said the biggest is-

sues in front of them involve
i""aine cuts. He said mental
health" services have been

.fu.tt"a at the state level, and

despite federal requirements
thai all kids be given a "free,
appropriate Public educa-appropriate PuUtic educa-
+;'# " ihov don't know wheretio'n," theY don't know wht
thp monev will come from.the moneY

oolt$
choolUo#

lengthy exPerience
as special advocate
for at-riskyouth

BY Eric Kurhi

ehurhi @b aY ar e an eu s gr oup'com

IIAYWARD - It was a

,lozen vears ago, while teach-
i"n 

-tttlta grale in a South
C6ntral Los Angeles elemen-
iarv school, thaiehliP Ladew
aecided he wanted to become

a legal advocate for children'- 
'ihere was a student, she

was the greatest little girl'
but it wai clear there were
uo*" tt"atning) delays and
*tte needed sorie.assistance,"
Ladew said.

He said teachers didn't
tiave tne tools to get the girl
it-tto un educational Plan that
would helP her move for-
ward.

----'Thot6 
are the sort of is-

sues that we are going to be

facins." he said. "lt's not a

ffi;-fi education to sit back
on vour laurels. It's time to
understand Process' do the
."uai"s and research, and

hopefuJly come uP with some

solutions."

Ladew rePresents San Le-

andro, Ashland, Castro Val-

ley, Cherryland, San Lorenzo

and Fairview on the board of

education.


