
EastBryschoolsto get
millions for'gt"ert' push

state superintendent of Public lnstruction Tom Torlakson on Fridav unno,ll'.?oj^LEY/srAFF
a list of 61 schools that will receive federal iax credits for solar and energy-efficient
construction projects. He made the announcement at Berkeley High Scliool,
one of the campuses to benefit from the federal funding.
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Six districts in Alarneda
and Coffi-Costa -counties
will gef $83.3 million in tax
credits: Berkeley, Piedmont,
Mt. Diablo, Dublin, John
Swett and Byr"on.
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will be ar,lle to subtract ttreir
awardeffdmrunt from inter-
est they pay on the bonds.

A total of 20 sc-hools and
school districts' ieceived tax
credifS throughout the Bay
Area.

Torlaksoir released the list
" of schools and districts re-

was sworn in as California's
superintendent of public in-
struction this month.

In Berkeley for example,
voters recenJJy approved
$21Q rntllion*b-sonstruction
bogds.for schools. The princi-
pal and interest on the bonds
combined will reach $610 mil-
lion.

Berkeley's award of
$25 million in tax credits will
reduce its interest pa;,ments
from about $400 million to
about $375 million, according
to Berkeley tinified Sehool
District Superintendent Bill

liuyett
"The voters of Berkeley

just passed a measure to tax
themselvep fg1'School bonds, "
Huyett sriid. "These are tough
times for people to be taxing
themselves, and these credits
will cost them less and will al-
low us to accelerate our proj-
ects,tt

Torlakson said the credits
will create construction jobs
and "teachable moments" for
students.

"It makes no sense to
teach the next generation of
California's students in facili-
ties that are relics ofthe past,
powered by energy sources
that are out of touch with our
state's renewable future," he
said in a news release.

In addition to announcing
the credits, Torlakson said
he is creating a Schools of
the Future Team, which will
help schools cut red tape, find
funding sources for renew-
able energy projects and as-
sist districts in negotiating
deals for solar and renewable
energy projects.

Also at the news confer-
ence were Rep.j4ara Lee,
D-Qakland, state Sen. Loni
Hancock, D-Oakland, and her
husband, Berkeley Nlayor
Tom Bates.
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